
St. John Council 3738 Lecturer Message for December 2016  17 DEC 2016 
 

 
 Page 1 of 2 

Advent - Christmas Seasons and the December Prayer List 
 

May God’s peace and blessings be with you in this joyous time!  Our physical lives are 
ordered by the astronomical seasons of spring, summer, fall, winter in our calendar 
year.  For most of us, these define the years of our lives from childhood and through 
adulthood.  Likewise the church year also has its liturgical seasons, and begins on the 
first Sunday of Advent. 
 
We are now well past half way into our 2016 Advent season. The liturgical season of 
Advent is often described as a "Little Lent" in part because it is a preparatory liturgical 
season with focus on prayer (as we remember the light that came with the gift of the 
Christ as child and watch for His return in final glory), fasting (not easy to do in this 
season) and almsgiving (we are better at this in this season).  And..., as Lent leads us 
to the Paschal Triduum and Easter, so will Advent lead us to Christmas, itself a liturgical 
season that continues through January 9, 2017, bringing us much more to celebrate 
than one day secular holiday.  Unlike the Christmas music that some stations play with 
a sharp ending on the evening of December 25th, for the Catholic Christian, the joy of 
Christmas continues through the Feast of The Baptism of the Lord on Monday January 
9th. 
 
To gain a better appreciation of the seasons of Advent and Christmas, our parishes 
often provide us with a special bulletin and daily devotional aids.  We can also purchase 
several devotional aids, a good example being the Magnificat monthly and it's Advent 
supplement either directly (http://www.us.magnificat.com) or at our local Catholic gift 
shops.   
 
Also worth a look, and free of charge, are the liturgical resources of the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).  The liturgical resources of the USCCB 
contain a wealth of free materials on their website, which are useful to the laity as well 
as to the clergy.  I encourage you to make use of these resources to help deepen your 
experience of these liturgical seasons. 
 

 Let's begin with the USCCB Advent resources found 
at:  http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent/index.cfm.  To 
get an overview of this season beyond what is provided in this page start by 
clicking on the "Family Calendar" link to get a PDF that will give visual highlights 
of each day of Advent.  The other resources are self-explanatory.  "Liturgical 
Notes" will give a textual explanation of some aspects of the season.  
 

 Because we are looking for the Christmas season, it is not too early to take a 
look at the USCCB resources for this season found 
at:   http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-
year/christmas/index.cfm.  After looking at this page, you may wish to next move 
to "Liturgical Notes for Christmas".  Another reading that is not too long is 
"Excerpt from Pope Benedict XVI’s Spiritual Thoughts Series: Christmas" 
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In this liturgical season of Advent, we remember many things in our own lives for which 
we are thankful…, our lives, our health, the holiday celebrations we may be having in 
our homes, the liturgies in which we will participate in our parishes.  For all these we 
give thanks to God our Father as the Psalmist tells us:  “Give thanks to the LORD for He 
is good, His mercy endures forever!”  (Ps 107:1). 

As Catholic gentlemen we also remember in our prayers those who are in need of our 
support in this life, and the souls of those who have departed this life.  The current 
prayer list for St. John Council 3738 follows at the end of this message.  As always, if 
you believe there is a Knight, his relatives or friends who are in need of prayer support, 
please contact our Lecturer:  Konrad Miskowicz-Retz (home: 630.852.3460; email: 
belden5146@gmail.com). 

Prayers are requested for the health and general welfare of:  

 Michael Bodine 
 Nancy Bodine, mother of Michael 
 Billie Chorney, wife of Dan 
 Dan Chorney 
 Jacques Christiaens, friend of Joe Moffa 
 Kathleen Dougherty, mother of Tom Dougherty 
 Bob Gleason 
 survivors of Hurricane Matthew in Haiti 
 Frank Joachim 
 Margarete Jones, mother of Carlton 
 prayers requested for the Kaiser family -- Rob, Stephanie, Caitlin, Ricky and 

Jimmy 
 Mary Jo Kemp, friend of Frank Rossi 
 Kathleen Moffa, Joe's sister-in-law 
 Mike Progar, a Knight of St. James Council # 9806 in Glen Ellyn 
 Jeanette Repak, Al's stepmother 
 Fr. David Rodriguez, O.F.M. 
 Roland Sweeten, greatgrandnephew of Joe Moffa 
 Salena Sweeten, grandniece of Joe Moffa 
 Steve Turner, Jim's brother 
 Maxine Wilson, mother-in-law of Carlton Jones 
 Tom Wolinski, brother of Frank 
 Fr. Marion Wroblewski, C.R., Parochial Vicar H.T. 

Prayers are requested for repose of the soul of: 

 Lucille Boldt Essig, Mother of Fr. Herb Essig, Pastor of St. Francis Assisi in 
Bolingbrook 

 Robert Vitalo, friend of Joe Moffa 
 


